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President’s Greetings  

Hyvää Syksy!  
  

In September I had the opportunity to attend FinnFest in Minneapolis; colors were already 

vibrantly changing!  It was wonderful to be with so many Finnish friends old and new!  It was held 

in Minneapolis and various venues across the City.  For me, one of several highlights of the 

weekend was seeing the play MORTON: The Forgotten Founder in an outdoor setting at 

Minnehana Park.  Whether it has been hearing the Finlandia Foundation Lecturer of the Year, Jay 

Smith, then celebrating the Fourth of July or recently watching the play, I have been reminded of 

the work and risk of others that has given me/us the freedoms we enjoy today.  Much like fall, 

seasons change but hopeful the message of Freedom continues for us and others.  Please plan to 

join us as FFNCC hosts one of our Members/Board Member presenting his work, What the 56 

Pledged on Friday, October 30 in Washington, DC.  Due to limited capacity, please RSVP ASAP.  
  

The week before, we look forward to learning or practicing our craft skills and enjoying the 

freedom to be creative. On October 24 we will learn to knit and crochet. This skill has become a 

popular hobby among all ages so I hope to see a varied group that evening!  We have a number 

of donated yarns and materials and we will have some nice blue yarns available for purchase so 

we can wear our Finnish pride and freedom whether it’s a hat, a little heart to carry around or a 

garland for at home.  Come out and join us even if the craft isn’t your thing!  
  

We hope you will join us for upcoming events. We do our best to publish ahead of time but please 

go to our website as we do add events as we receive details.  
  

Kiitos,  Andrea Pakonen Rasmussen, President  



 



2 Creative and Crafty Events! 

Saturday October 24, 4:00-6:00 

We will have you in “stitches”  

Our instructor will show how to create several simple crochet/knitting 

projects you can use or gift this holiday! 

A strand of hearts, a hat or a dishcloth  
All materials will be included. Participants will be charged only materials of their choosing. 

RSVP required. On-site payment. 

Please register at www.finlandiadc.org  

  

                                
If you crochet or knit we welcome you assistance with this activity! 

  

Sunday November 22, 2:00-5:00  

Time to make some items to bring a little Finnish crafting to your 

holiday home and table.   Simple projects for all ages.  

All materials will be included. Costs will be posted on website as soon as available  

Kids and Adults are welcome!  RSVP required.  

   

Both events will be held at   

Resurrection Lutheran Church   

6201 Washington Blvd., Arlington, VA 22205  

        

        

  

http://www.finlandiadc.org/
http://www.finlandiadc.org/


 Let Asahi Move You!   

Go to AsahiWorld.com or YouTube 

Exercise daily at locations around the 

world!     
  

Local Classes In Bethesda, MD:                                        In 

Falls Church, VA:   

Margaret: MHilton8@gmail.com                                     Catharine: CCashner@yahoo.com         

Contact directly for Class times/location   

  

Thanks to all for joining us at the Annual Picnic!  

Despite rainy weather, 30 members including newlyweds, a toddler and a well-
behaved pup enjoyed the food and beverages at Island Time Bar & Grill, Columbia 
Island Marina. Thanks to them for a great menu!  And Thanks to Katja and Ashley 

for their desserts!  
  
  

  
  

  

  



  
  

PLEASE NOTE: The Christmas Bazaar has MOVED 

from Bethesda to Springfield!!!  

Same Great Event – New Location!  

Invite Friends and Neighbors  Great Food, Convenient Parking  



  

  



FFNCC 2026-27 Calendar   
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