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PRESIDENT LEILA TAKALA’S MESSAGE

Dear FFNCC members,

In Pasadena, California during the Finlandia Foundation’s 60 anniversary celebration, our
Chapter’s former president and a life member Ossi Rahkonen was elected the President of the
leadership of the FFN.

During the May 11th weekend the celebrations of the 375t Anniversary of the arrival of the
first Swedish and Finnish settlers to this country kicked off in grand style in Wilmington,
Delaware. King Carl XVI Gustaf, Queen Silvia and Princess Madeleine of Sweden, as well as
the Speaker of the Parliament of Finland Eero Heinaluoma and Mrs. Satu Siitonen-
Heinaluoma attended the events. The U.S. Vice President, the Governor of Delaware and
both Senators with their spouses also took part in the celebrations.

The next anniversary event will be on June 15 at Penn’s Landing in Philadelphia. One of the
organizers of the anniversary program is the FFN POY Marja Kaisla, who will also be the
soloist. This and other events are available at www.375th.org.

Please join us for the FFNCC annual meeting and picnic on June 1st. Jaana Moller has again
been kind enough to invite the chapter members to her beautiful neighborhood park by the
Chesapeake Bay. The new board for the Chapter will be elected at that meeting.

As I relinquish my position as the President of the Chapter I extend my thanks to the
members of their support, assistance and friendship during my service. I will be forever
grateful to them.

I wish everyone a pleasant and restful summer in Finland or wherever your travels take you.

Leila Takala
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Celebrates 60 Years of new president.
Finnish-American Philanthropy Photo by Satu Mikkola,
Trustee.

(PASADENA, California — April 8, 2013) — For 60 years Finlandia
Foundation National (FFN) has supported Finnish-American culture in
the United States and reinforced the importance of maintaining ties to
Finland through its delivery of grants, scholarships, lectures and
entertaining programs, as well as encouraging networking among FFN
chapters across the country. Members and friends of the philanthropic
organization celebrated its rich history and looked forward to future
accomplishments at a Gala Dinner and Concert Saturday, March 23 in
Pasadena, California, where FFN was founded in January 1953.

In her keynote remarks Her Excellency Ritva Koukku-Ronde, Ambassador of Finland to the United
States, commended the vision of the nine FFN founders who saw a need to strengthen connections to
the ancestral country’s history and traditions as generations of Finnish-Americans became distanced
from their origins. She expressed admiration for the current roster of 45 member FFN chapters, and
stated that with 750,000 people of Finnish-American descent the two countries are “connected
politically, historically and culturally.”

“Finland 1s a competitive, innovative and interesting country,” said Koukku-Ronde, noting that it 1s
surprising that, “such a modest and relatively poor country could be a leader in so many ways.” She
encouraged the continuation of language classes and events like Pikkujoulu to “keep Finnish culture
alive and make people aware of their roots,” and she prodded the audience to “friend” Finland on
Facebook.

The program at The Westin Pasadena included remarks by Ville Itdla, chairman of Suomi-
Seura/Finland Society and Speaker of the Finnish Expatriate Parliament, and anecdotes from FFN
grant and scholarship recipients and Soiva International Music Camp and Salolampi Language Camp
students. FFN Trustee Paul Halme, whose father, the late Rev. Omar G. Halme was a founder of FFN,
recalled how his parents pulled him into “Finnishness,” and FFN Past President John Laine said that
he sees America not as a melting pot but a mosaic in which Finland 1s a blue tile. “Keep that blue tile
shining.” he said. “Please keep that blue tile sparkling”

“Knowing one’s heritage is invaluable,” said outgoing FFN President Anita Hikkild Smiley. “We are
celebrating not only our history but our glowing future.” Her successor Ossi Rahkonen, who chaired
the gala weekend, recognized Smiley for her accomplishments in office. A concert by FFN Performers
of the Year soprano Maria Mannisto and pianist Marja Kaisla, and a surprise appearance by popular
Finnish crooner Eino Grén, concluded the evening.

The 60t anniversary weekend events included a Friday evening presentation of “Sibelius and
Finland’s Awakening” by FFN Lecturer of the Year Glenda Dawn Goss, plus Saturday tours of the
birthplace of the FFN at Fenyes Mansion (Paloheimo home) and sauna house, which 1s now the
Finnish Folk Art Museum.




FENCC EVENTS 2013

Sat., June 1

Sun., June 9
Service

Sat., June 15

Kaisla

June 19-23

Sun., Sept. 15
Service

Sun., Sept. 22

Sun., Oct. 20
Service

Sat., Oct. 26
POY

Fri., Nov. 15

Sun., Nov. 17
Service

Sat.. Nov. 23

Summer Picnic

Jaana Moller’s neighborhood park,
Annapolis, MD

Finnish Congregation Worship

6201 Washington Boulevard,
Arlington, VA

375 Anniversary of the arrival
of the first Swedes and Finns
Penn’s Landing Outdoor event,
Philadelphia, PA

Gala Concert, Soloist: Marja

Independence Seaport Museum,
Philadelphia, PA

FinnFest 2013
Hancock, Ml

Finnish Congregation Worship

6201 Washington Boulevard,
Arlington, VA

Fall Picnic

Olney Park

Falls Church, VA

Finnish Congregation Worship

6201 Washington Boulevard
Arlington, VA

Recital, Marja Kaisla, pianist,
Place to be determined

Sauna and Supper / tentative
3301 Massachusetts Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC

Finnish Congregation Worship

6201 Washington Boulevard,
Arlington, VA

Finn Spark Christmas Bazaar

Two Finnish girls cycling
for the world’s children

From San Francisco to New
York by bike

This summer project might sound a little
extreme taking Pippu Ahvenainen and Laura
Kahkonen, two Haaga-Helia UAS students,
for a 5000km trip across the whole North
America.

The mission of the trip is to raise money for
Unicef. At the same time they are hoping to
promote Finland abroad. In addition to the
bikes, only a tent and sleeping bags will be
brought to the States. No hotels — they will
be sleeping in a tent and relying on locals’
hospitality towards these two girls from
across the ocean.

The cycling project will be Laura Kahkoénen
(28) and Pippu Ahvenainen’s (20) thesis.
They are studying Experience and Wellness
Management in Haaga-Helia University of
Applied Sciences.

On the road from May to August

The journey starts May 22™ from San
Francisco and will end up to New York in the
mid-August. During the trip these girls will
go through the desert in Nevada as well as
the Rocky Mountains in Colorado. As a
contrast to the many roads with heavy
congestion, Ahvenainen and Kéhkdnen will
visit numerous national parks and cycle
through the corn fields of lowa.




Follow the journey through a blog
The patron of Cycling Summer 2013 -project is the Minister for European Affairs and Foreign Trade
Alexander Stubb. People are able to follow the journey and give their donations through girls’ blog
in Rantapallo.fi —travelling site.
- WEe'll be blogging about our trip as often as we can. We will also be uploading photos and
videos during the trip. It will be both mentally and physically challenging summer, but we
can’t wait to start! Stay tuned for our ups and downs!

More information:

Pippu Ahvenainen +358 50 466 5011

Laura Kahkonen +358 44 728 9784
http://www.rantapallo.fi/cyclingsummer2013/
http://oma.unicef.fi/lapset/aloita-keraeys.aspx?col=2-2763

News, 5/8/2013 | Embassy of Finland, Washington
Friends of Finland Congressional Caucus

Founded

The founding meeting of the congressional Friends of Finland Caucus is organized on
Thursday, May 9" at the Capitol Hill in Washington D.C. The Speaker of the Parliament of
Finland, Eero Heinaluoma, attends the founding meeting of this bipartisan caucus, together
with the Honorable Ritva Koukku-Ronde, Ambassador of Finland to the United States.
Congressmen Dan Benishek, John Carney, Sean Duffy and Rick Nolan are the Co-chairs
of the Friends of Finland Caucus. The Caucus is founded just in time for the Finnish 375"
jubilee celebrations on May 11". The first Finns arrived in America 375 years ago. Today,
there are approximately 700,000 people of Finnish descent living in the U.S.

A congressional caucus is a group of members of the United States Congress that meets to
pursue common legislative objectives. The caucus called the Friends of Finland Caucus will
serve as an informal group of the Members of the U.S. Congress dedicated to issues
related to Finland.

The objectives of the Friends of Finland Caucus are to strengthen the ties between U.S.
and Finland and to serve as a forum for dialog among members of Congress and the
government of Finland. It also has a task of promoting issues of mutual interest and
supporting the interests of Finnish-Americans.



http://www.rantapallo.fi/cyclingsummer2013/
http://oma.unicef.fi/lapset/aloita-keraeys.aspx?col=2-2763
mailto:cyclingsummer2013@gmail.com
http://www.rantapallo.fi/cyclingsummer2013/

Embassy of Finland, Washington

Team Finland in the United States

The Team Finland network promotes Finland's external economic relations
and country brand, the internationalisation of Finnish companies as well as
foreign investment directed at Finland. Its aim is to intensify cooperation
between Finnish players in these sectors.

The core of the Team Finland network consists of the Ministry of Employment
and the Economy, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of
Education and Culture, as well as the publicly funded organisations and
overseas networks whose performance they oversee. The Team Finland
network is steered by the Government. More than 70 local teams around the
world handle its activities abroad.

Fundamental changes in the global economy have led to a situation in which
the well-being of Finns depends ever more strongly on matters outside
Finland's borders. We must be able to influence the operating environment
abroad, and to support the making of choices abroad that are advantageous to
us. We can accomplish this best through cooperation.

Contact persons for Team Finland in The USA
Chairperson: Ambassador Ritva Koukku-Ronde Embassy of Finland,
Washington ritva.koukku-ronde(a)formin.fi  Coordinator: Minister Counselor Marja
Kuosmanen Embassy of Finland, Washington marja.kuosmanen(a)formin.fi tel.
+1 202 298 5830 Contact person in New York:  Ambassador, Consul General Jukka
Pietikdinen Consulate General, New York jukka.pietikainen(a)formin.fi ~ Contact person
in Los Angeles: Consul General Kirsti Westphalen Consulate General, Los
Angeles kirsti.westphalen(a)formin.fi  Contact person in Stamford: Head of Region,
Head of Trade Center Lasse Baldauf Finpro,
Stamford lasse.baldauf(a)finpro.fi  Contact person in Silicon Valley: Head of Trade
Center Pekka Parnédnen Finpro, Santa Clara pekka.parnanen(a)finpro.fi  Contact
person in Houston Finpro representative Michael Lovejoy Finpro, Houston

More information
= Team Finland website
= Team Finland on Facebook
= Team Finland on Twitter
Team Finland on YouTube



http://www.team.finland.fi/public/default.aspx?culture=en-US&contentlan=2
http://www.facebook.com/teamfinlandfi
https://twitter.com/teamfinlandfi
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRo439AgZhL1ZB2pXryLSteM0XcsmMtxp

FFENCC’S
SUMMER PICNIC

rain or shine

Saturday, June 1, 2013, noon to 4:00pm
Private beach, swimming is allowed
By Chesapeake Bay, Annapolis, MD

Soft drinks, grilled sausages, and dessert provided by
FFNCC
Please bring a side dish large enough to serve your
group + two

Fee $10 per adult, free for children
You can respond through the FFNCC web page
www.finlandiadc.org by using PayPal or sending your
check, made out to FFNCC, and names of the
members of your group to:
Mikko Mékérdinen, 2100 11th St, NW#307,
Washington, DC 20001.
Payments due by May 30th.

375th Jubilee celebrations!!!

FINNISH-SWEDISH LANDING IN AMERICA 1638

The arrival of the Finns and Swedes to America, was celebrated in

Wilmington, Delaware, on May 11, 2013
htto://375thsymposium-efbevent.eventbrite.com/

http://fortchristina375th-efbevent.eventbrite.com/

375th Anniversary Jubilee Dinner
Also for more info, view: http.//www.375th.org



http://www.finlandiadc.org/
http://375thsymposium-efbevent.eventbrite.com/
http://fortchristina375th-efbevent.eventbrite.com/

Suomi-koulujen opettajien koulutuspaivét jalleen elokuussa

Helsingissa jarjestettavien Suomi-koulujen opettajien koulutuspaivien paivamaara on lyoty
lukkoon; koulutus jarjestetaan 7. - 9.8.2013. limoittautumisohjeet tarkentuvat piakkoin.
Tervetuloa mukaan uudet ja kokeneemmat opettajat!

Kansallinen monumentti suomalaisille ja muille varhaisille Yhdysvaltain
siirtolaisille

Yhdysvaltain presidentti Barack Obama on allekirjoittanut lain, jolla Delawaren osavaltion
varhaisten siirtolaisten asuinalueista on tehty kansallinen monumentti. First State National
Monumentilla (Ensimmaisen osavaltion kansallisella muistomerkilld) kunnioitetaan Delawaren
alueelle ensimmaiset siirtokunnat perustaneita hollantilaisia, ruotsalaisia, suomalaisia ja
englantilaisia siirtolaisia.

Kolmesta alueesta koostuva monumentti kertoo varhaisten siirtolaisten elaméasté Delawaressa
1630-luvulta alkaen.

Ensimmaiset eurooppalaiset siirtolaiset saapuivat Delawareen Hollannista vuonna 1631. Vuonna
1638 Ruotsi perusti Delawareen Uusi Ruotsi -nimisen siirtokunnan, jonka asukkaista suurin osa oli
Ruotsin suomalaismetsista siirrettyja metsasuomalaisia. Uuden Ruotsin keskus oli Fort Kristina
nykyisen Wilmingtonin alueella.

First State National Monumentin lisaksi presidentti Obama perusti lailla nelja muuta uutta
kansallista monumenttia.

Asiasta lisaa:
http://www.conservationfund.org/projects/woodlawn-property-a-new-national-park-in-

ELISA KIRJA

Elisa Kirja on kotimainen sahkdisen kirjallisuuden palvelu. Tarjoamme laajimman
valikoiman suomenkielista sisaltdd seka ruotsin- ja englanninkielista kirjallisuutta.
Palvelussa on yli 10 000 sahkdisté e- ja aanikirjaa, joista voit nauttia helppokayttoisella
Elisa Kirja -sovelluksella Android- tai Apple-laitteellasi. Voit maksaa ostamasi kirjat myos
ulkomaalaisilla luottokorteilla. Tutustu valikoimaan ja ota vaikka kokonainen kirjahylly
mukaasi yhden kirjan koossa.

Tutustu palveluun nyt ja saat tutustumisetuna -5 € valitsemastasi kirjasta — kokeile jo
tanaan!

Nain hyédynnat etusi: Syétad koodi Suomi valitsemasi kirjan oston vahvistussivulle
kenttdan Alennus- ja lahjakoodi ja klikkaa Kayta-nappia.

Voit kayttdd tutustumisedun vain kerran, ja sita ei voi yhdistaa toiseen etuun tai tarjoukseen.
Edun lunastaminen edellyttda palveluun rekisterditymista.

Koodi on voimassa 31.5.2013 asti.

Lue lisda: elisa.fi/kirja



http://www.conservationfund.org/projects/woodlawn-property-a-new-national-park-in-delaware/
http://www.conservationfund.org/projects/woodlawn-property-a-new-national-park-in-delaware/

NEUWAYSRKSEINNIZHIYTHERENIGNGREGATION

R N I e IV -
4 83 Christopher Street, New York, NY 10014, USA

Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church

6201 Washington Blvd, Arlington VA 22205

Church services in Washington DC
9, June, 2:00pm

Starting in September, mass in Washington DC will be performed
every 3™ Sunday of the month at 2:00 pm.

Kirkkovaltuusto 2013
Tuula Mouhu-Young, puheenjohtaja (valtuustossa 2013-2014)
Pirjo Kudurshian, varapuheenjohtaja (valtuustossa 2013-2014)
Kalle Toivio, sihteeri (valtuustossa 2010-2011 ja 2012-2013)
Mirja Clement (valtuustossa 2013-2014)
Timo Palonen (valtuustossa 2010-2011 ja 2012-2013)
Sylvi Sareva (valtuustossa 2012-2013)
Tiina Talvitie, pastori

Lisaksi kirkkovaltuuston on kutsunut ulkopuoleltaan seurakunnan
rahastonhoitajaksi Arto Sirvion
Kirkkovaltuuston jasenten sahkopostiosoite on muotoa etunimi.sukunimi@finnchurch.org.
Puhelinnumeroita voi kysya joko toimistosihteeri
Liisa Korhonen-Bretonilta tai pastori Tiina Talvitielta.

Suomenkielinen naisten raamattupiiri kokoontuu kodeissa.
Lisatietoja saa Mirjalta, mirja.clement@finnchurch.org tai
Raililta, raili.maltsby@finnchurch.org



mailto:mirja.clement@finnchurch.org
mailto:raili.maltsby@finnchurch.org

SUOMI-KOULU DC / FINNISH SCHOOL OF DC WISHES YOU
ALL A HAPPY AND ENJOYABLE SUMMER !!!
www.suomikouludc.org
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Interesting links:

www.finlandiadc.org
www.finlandiafoundation.org
www.finnsparkinc.org
www.dcfinns.org
www.suomikouludc.org
www.finnchurcheastcoast.org
www.artmia.com

www. Y LE.fi/uutiset/news
www.finnfestusa2013.org
www.fulbright.fi

For any questions about Finlandia Foundation National Capital membership please
contact: membership@finlandiadc.org
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http://www.yle.fi/uutiset/news
http://www.finnfestusa2013.org/
http://www.fulbright.fi/

